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1. (Currently Amended) A method for transporting vehicles comprising the steps of: 

providing a module shaped and sized to receive vehicles therein; 

providing a trailer chassis coupled to a tractor, said tractor and said trailer chassis 
being located on or adjacent to an external surface; 

detachably locating said module on said trailer chassis; and 

driving said vehicles from said external surface into said module wherein said 
module includes a roof and a bottom support structure which supports said vehicles thereon after 
said driving step, said roof and said bottom support structure being spaced apart such that only a 

— - — — 

2. (Cancelled) 

3. (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein said module is shaped to be contiguously 
stacked upon other modules. 

4. (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein said trailer chassis includes a bed and at 
least one set of wheels, and is detachably coupled to said tractor. 

5. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 wherein the method further comprises 
the step of driving said tractor to a desired location to transport said vehicles located inside said 
module to said desired location. 

6. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 further comprising the step of 
uncoupling said module from said trailer chassis and placing said module onto a carrier to further 
transport said vehicles located inside said module. 
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7. (Original) The method of claim 6 wherein said module is stacked on at least one 
lower module located on said carrier, and wherein at least one upper module is stacked upon said 
module. 

8. (Original) The method of claim 5 further comprising the step of driving said vehicles 
from said module to an external surface at said desired location. 

9. (Original) The module of claim 8 wherein said vehicles are driven forwardly in both 
said driving steps. 

10. (Original) The method of claim 1 further comprising the step of, after said locating 
step, coupling a ramp to one of said module or said trailer chassis and wherein said vehicles are 
driven over said ramp during said driving step. 

11. (Original) The method of claim 10 further comprising the steps of uncoupling said 
ramp from said one of said module or said trailer chassis and storing said ramp on said trailer 
chassis. 

12. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 further comprising the step of, before 
said driving step, pivoting said trailer chassis such that a loading side of said module is located 
closer to said external surface. 

13. (Original) The method of claim 12 wherein said pivoting step includes activating a 
hydraulic fifth wheel to cause said pivoting of said trailer chassis. 

14. (Original) The method of claim 12 wherein said tractor includes a hydraulic fifth 
wheel, and wherein said hydraulic fifth wheel is used to pivot said trailer chassis. 
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15. (Original) The method of claim 12 wherein said trailer chassis includes at least one 
set of wheels, and wherein said trailer chassis is pivoted about said set of wheel during said 
pivoting step. 

16. (Original) The method of claim 15 further comprising the step of moving said set of 
wheels closer to a front end of said trailer before said pivoting step. 

17. (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein said module includes a driver-side side 

\ wall, a passenger-side side wall parallel to and laterally spaced from said driver-side side wall, a 
^pottonTsupport stmcture extending between said side walls and shaped to support said vehicles 


thereon, and^a-roofspaced from said bottom support structure s uch that said roof and said bottom 


support structure closely receive a single layer of vehicles therebetween, and wherein said driver- 
side side wall includes at least one opening, and wherein a front driver-side door of at least one 
vehicle driven into said module is opened into said opening when a driver exits or enters said at 
least one vehicle. 


18. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 17 wherein said driver-side side wall 
includes a plurality of openings, and wherein a front driver-side door of each vehicle driven into 
said module is opened into one of said plurality of openings when said a driver enters or exits the 
associated vehicle. 


19. (Original) The method of claim 17 wherein said bottom support st ructure is 
generally flat, and wherein said locating step includes locating said module on said trailer chassis 
such that said bottom support structure is located on said trailer chassis. 
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20. (Withdrawn) A method for transporting vehicles comprising the steps of: 

providing a module closely receiving a single layer of vehicles therein; 
providing a trailer chassis coupled to a tractor; 
locating said module on said trailer chassis; 
securing said module to said trailer chassis; 
transporting said trailer chassis to a desired location; and 

driving said vehicles from said module to an external surface while said module is 
located on said trailer chassis. 

21. (Withdrawn) A method for transporting vehicles comprising the steps of: 

providing a module including a driver-side side wall, a passenger-side side wall 
parallel to and laterally spaced from said driver-side wall, a bottom support structure extending 
between said side walls and supporting a single layer of vehicles located thereon, and a roof 
spaced from said bottom support structure such that said roof and said bottom support structure 
closely receive said single layer of vehicles therebetween; 

providing a trailer chassis coupled to a tractor; 

locating said module on said trailer chassis; 

securing said module to said trailer chassis; 

transporting said trailer chassis to a desired location; 

uncoupling said module from said trailer chassis; and 

locating said module on a carrier. 

22. (Withdrawn) A method for transporting at least one vehicle comprising the steps of: 

providing a module shaped to receive at least one vehicle therein; 
providing a trailer chassis coupled to a tractor, said trailer chassis and said tractor 
being located on an external surface; 

locating said module on said trailer chassis; 
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coupling said module to said trailer chassis; 

pivoting said trailer chassis in a first direction such that a loading side of said 
module is moved closer to said external surface; 

driving at least one vehicle from said external surface into said module; 

pivoting said trailer chassis in a second direction such that said trailer chassis 
extends generally horizontally; and 

transporting said trailer chassis to a desired location. 

23. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 22 further comprising the steps of uncoupling 
said module from said trailer chassis, removing said module from said trailer chassis, and placing 
said module on a carrier. 

24. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 22 further comprising the step of unloading said 
at least one vehicle by driving said vehicle from said module onto an external surface at said 
desired location. 

25. (Withdrawn) A tractor/trailer chassis combination comprising: 

a tractor; 

a trailer chassis coupled to said tractor, said trailer chassis including a frame and 
least one set of wheels that is movable along at least part of the length of said trailer; and 

lifting means coupled to said tractor for pivoting said trailer chassis about said at 
least one set of wheels. 



26-31. (Cancelled) 

32. (Withdrawn) A tractor/trailer chassis combination comprising: 
a tractor; 
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a trailer chassis including a frame and least one set of wheels that is movable 
along at least part of the length of said trailer; and 

a hydraulic fifth wheel coupling said trailer chassis to said tractor and for lifting a 
forward end of said trailer chassis to thereby pivot said trailer about said set of wheels. 

33. (Withdrawn) A method for manipulating a tractor/trailer chassis combination 
comprising the steps of: 

providing a tractor/trailer chassis combination including a tractor, a trailer chassis 
coupled to said tractor, said trailer chassis including a frame and least one set of wheels, and 
lifting means coupled to said tractor; 

moving said set of wheels relative to said frame from an operating position to a 
pivot position, wherein said wheels are located forwardly of said operating position; and 

operating said lifting means to pivot said trailer chassis about said set of wheels. 

34. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 33 wherein said trailer chassis is located on a 
support surface, and wherein said operating step includes lifting a front end of said trailer to pivot 
said trailer chassis such that a rear end of said trailer chassis is located closer to said support 
surface. 

35. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 34 further comprising the step of attaching a 
ramp to one of said trailer chassis or said module and driving at least one vehicle from said 
support surface and into said module. 

36. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 35 further comprising the steps of operating said 
lifting means to lower said front end of said trailer to pivot said trailer chassis about said set of 
wheels such that a rear end of said trailer chassis is located further from said support surface, and 
moving said wheels from said pivot position to said operating position. 
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37. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 36 further comprising the step of transporting 
said module to a desired location, uncoupling said loaded module from aid trailer chassis and 
locating said module on a carrier. 

38. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 36 further comprising the step of unloading said 
at least one vehicle from said module by driving said at least one vehicle out of said module. 

39. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 33 further comprising the step of locating a 
module on said trailer chassis after said providing step, said module being sized and shaped to 
receive at least one vehicle therein. 

40. (Withdrawn) A module for receiving motorized vehicles for transportation 
comprising: 

a driver-side side wall; 

a passenger-side side wall parallel to and laterally spaced from said driver-side 

side wall; 

wherein at least one of said side walls includes a plurality of openings; 

a plurality of doors, each door covering one of said openings to protect the 
contents of said module; 

a bottom support structure extending between said side walls; and 

a roof spaced from said bottom support structure to closely receive a single 
layer of vehicles therebetween. 

41 . (Withdrawn) The module of claim 40 wherein each opening includes a corresponding 
door such that said module can be fully enclosed when said doors are closed. 
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42. (Withdrawn) The module of claim 40 wherein at least one of said openings is a lower 
opening located adjacent said bottom support structure to provide access to a wheel of a vehicle 
received in said module. 

43. (Withdrawn) The module of claim 40 wherein at least one of said openings is a door 
receiving opening that is sized and located to receive a door of a vehicle received in said module 
therethrough. 

44. (Withdrawn) The module of claim 40 wherein said bottom support structure has a 
shape complementary to a shape of said roof so that said module is stackable such that said 
module can be stacked on top of other modules and other modules can be stacked on top of said 
module. 

45. (Withdrawn) The module of claim 40 wherein said module having a length such that 
said module can closely receive a predetermined number of vehicles therein, and wherein at least 
one of said side walls includes a set of door receiving openings, each opening corresponding to a 
door of one of said predetermined number of vehicles such that a door of each vehicle can be 
opened into a corresponding door receiving opening. 

46. (Withdrawn) The module of claim 40 wherein each side wall is generally solid and 
continuous such that said side walls protect the contents of said module when said doors are 
closed. 

47. (Withdrawn) The module of claim 40 wherein said module includes a pair of end 
openings to receive vehicles therethrough, and wherein said module includes an end door 
mounted adjacent to one of said end openings to cover the corresponding end opening. 
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48. (Withdrawn) The module of claim 47 wherein said module includes an auxiliary end 
door for covering the other one of said end openings. 

49. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 wherein said trailer chassis includes a 
generally horizontal-extending bed and at least one set of wheels. 

50. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 wherein said driving step occurs after 
said locating step. 

51. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 further comprising the step of 
transporting said trailer chassis to a desired location, and driving said vehicles from said module 
to an external surface at said desired location while said module is located on said trailer chassis. 

52. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 15 wherein said trailer chassis is 
pivoted about said set of wheels in a first direction during said pivoting step, and wherein the 
method further comprises, after said driving step pivoting said trailer chassis in a second 
direction such that said trailer chassis extends generally horizontally. 

53. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 18 wherein said module further includes a 
plurality of doors, each door covering one of said openings to protect the contents of said 
module. 

54. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 17 wherein each side wall is generally 
continuous such that said side walls protect the contents of said module. 
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55. (Previously Presented) The method of claims/wherein the distance between said 
roof and said bottom support structure is less than about double the height of at least one of saidy ^ j *c 
vehicles. 


56. (Cancelled) 

/ 

57. (Cancelled) 

58. (Previously Presented) A method for transporting vehicles comprising the steps of: 

providing a module shaped and sized to receive vehicles therein; 
providing a trailer chassis coupled to a tractor, said tractor and said trailer chassis 
being located on or adjacent to an external surface; 

locating said module on said trailer chassis; 

forwardly driving said vehicles from said external surface into said module; 

driving said tractor to a desired location to transport said vehicles located inside 
said module to said desired location; and 

forwardly driving said vehicles from said module to an external surface at said 
desired location. 

59. (Previously Presented) A method for transporting vehicles comprising the steps of: 

providing a module shaped and sized to receive vehicles therein, wherein said 
module includes a driver-side side wall, a passenger-side side wall parallel to and laterally spaced 
from said driver-side side wall, a bottom support structure extending between said side walls and 
shaped to support said vehicles thereon, and a roof spaced from said bottom support structure 
such that said roof and said bottom support structure closely receive a single layer of vehicles 
therebetween, and wherein said driver-side side wall includes at least one opening; 
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providing a trailer chassis coupled to a tractor, said tractor and said trailer chassis 
being located on or adjacent to an external surface; 

locating said module on said trailer chassis; and 

driving said vehicles from said external surface into said module, wherein a front 
driver-side door of at least one vehicle driven into said module is opened into said at least one 
opening when a driver exits or enters said at least one vehicle 
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